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2a)^ This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 
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1 1 )D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-1 52. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)£3 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)|ElAII b)D Some * c)Q None of: 

1 .[3 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 38, 51 , 52, 55, 59, 60, 63-68 are withdrawn from further consideration 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .142(b) as being drawn to a nonelected invention, there being no 
allowable generic or linking claim. Election was made without traverse in the reply filed 
on 12/13/2006. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 62 and 63 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Small (US 6,940,541) in view of Rissman (US 6,552,743). 

Regarding claims 62, 63: Small teaches an image input apparatus (fig. 1, digital 
camera) for connecting with a printing apparatus (printer, fig. 2), the printing apparatus 
receives image data from an apparatus to which the printing apparatus is connected, 
and converts compressed image data (compressed image, column 1, lines 29, column 
2, lines 25-30) into image data (processing image for print, column 1, line 31, column 2, 
lines 30-35) for printing to print an image, in a case that the received image data is the 
image data (the printer is performing the processing, column 2, lines 30-35, column 2, 
lines 60-67), the image input apparatus comprising: an input unit (12, fig; 1) configured 
to input image data; an obtaining unit (the program code that controls 24, fig. 1 , column 
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2, lines 60-67, column 1 , lines 45-55) configured to obtain type information of the 
printing apparatus, in response to the power on of the printing apparatus or a 
connection (inherently, all query and signal received must be performed in the situation 
of power is on and the communication devices are connected; also if the query is 
received by the printer, the printer is connected to the camera) between the image input 
apparatus and the printing apparatus; a determination unit (16, 18, fig. 1) configured to 
determine (column 2, lines 63-64) whether or not to convert the compressed image data 
(column 2, lines 28) into image data for printing (decompressed image data, column 2, 
lines 30-35) using the printing apparatus, based on the type information obtained by 
said obtaining unit; a conversion unit (the program that decompressed the compressed 
image data) configured to convert the compressed image data into the image data for 
printing based on a determination result by said determination unit; and a 
communication unit (24, fig. 1 ) configured to transmit the compressed image data or the 
decompressed image data for printing to the printing apparatus (depends on whether 
the printer or the camera processed the compressed image data, column 2, lines 30-35, 
column 2, lines 60-67). 

Small does not teach what type of connecting device is used to connect the 
printer and camera and the compression format is JPEG. 

Rissman teaches connecting devices used for connecting a camera and a printer 
using wireless (column 4, lines 65-67) devices or via a serial bus (column 4, lines 25-30, 
column 8, lines 1 0-1 5) and further teaches it is well known in the art that digital camera 
compressed image data using JPEG (column 1, lines 15-21). 



Application/Control Number: 09/650,999 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2625 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have modified Small to include: the camera is 
connected to a printer by using a serial bus and the digital camera compressed image 
data using JPEG (column 1, lines 15-21). 

It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have modified Small by the teaching of Rissman because: 
1 ) serial bus is the most widely used and reliable method of connecting digital camera 
and printer and would be easily available to a user through every electronic store with 
reasonable price and 2) JPEP is the most widely used compression method in 
compressing images and would have allowed the stored compressed image to be 
readable by most computers. 

Response to Arguments 

With respect to applicant's argument that the prior art does not teach a digital 
camera obtains type information of a printer, in response to the power on of the printer 
or a connection between the digital camera or a connection between the digital camera 
and the printer. 

In reply: Small, column 1 , lines 50-60, clearly teaches a digital camera obtains 
type information of a printer; e.g., the type of printer that is having a specific media type, 
pixel size, print size; etc. The examiner interprets "connection" as signal is successfully 
being communicated between two parties. For example, two phones may be physically 
connected with a wire; the phones are not considered as having a "connection" if one of 
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the phones is broken and won't be able to receive and transmit signal. Therefore, the 
type information can be query by the camera and sent by the printer (column 2, lines 
60-67, column 3, lines 1-5) only if there is a "connection" between the camera and the 
phone-in response to query signal is successfully received by the printer and type 
information is successfully received by the camera. 

With respect to applicant's argument that the prior art does not teach "the camera 
determines whether or not to convert the JPEP coded image data into the image data 
for printing based on the type information of the printer, and converts the JPEP coded 
image data into the image data for printing based on a determination result and 
transmits the image data for printing to the printing apparatus, or transmit the JPEP 
coded image data to the printer if it is determined that the JPEP coed image data is not 
converted;" has been considered. 

In response to applicant's arguments against the references individually, one 
cannot show nonobviousness by attacking references individually where the rejections 
are based on combinations of references. See In re Keller, 642 F.2d 413, 208 
USPQ 871 (CCPA 1981); In re Merck & Co., 800 F.2d 1091, 231 USPQ 375 (Fed. Cir. 
1986). 

Small teaches a determination unit (16, 18, fig. 1) configured to determine 
(column 2, lines 63-64) whether or not to convert the compressed, image data (column 
2, lines 28) into image data for printing (decompressed image data, column 2, lines 30- 
35) using the printing apparatus, based on the type information obtained by said 
obtaining unit; a conversion unit (the program that decompressed the compressed 
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image data) configured to convert the compressed image data into the image data for 
printing based on a determination result by said determination unit; and a 
communication unit (24, fig. 1) configured to transmit the compressed image data or the 
decompressed image data for printing to the printing apparatus (depends on whether 
the printer or the camera processed the compressed image data, column 2, lines 30-35, 
column 2, lines 60-67). 

Small does not teach what type of connecting device is used to connect the 
printer and camera and the compression format is JPEG. 

Rissman teaches connecting devices used for connecting a camera and a printer 
using wireless (column 4, lines 65-67) devices or via a serial bus (column 4, lines 25-30, 
column 8, lines 10-15) and further teaches it is well known in the art that digital camera 
compressed image data using JPEG (column 1 , lines 15-21). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have modified Small to include: the camera is 
connected to a printer by using a serial bus and the digital camera compressed image 
data using JPEG (column 1, lines 15-21). 

It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have modified Small by the teaching of Rissman because: 
1 ) serial bus is the most widely used and reliable method of connecting digital camera 
and printer and would be easily available to a user through every electronic store with 
reasonable price and 2) JPEP is the most widely used compression method in 
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compressing images and would have allowed the stored compressed image to be 
readable by most computers. 

4. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to King Y. Poon whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7440. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 8:00-4:30. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward Coles can be reached on 571-272-7402. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
2/24/07 
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PRIMARY EXAMINER 



